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ACADEMIC PROGRAM OVERVIEW

· Montana Academy, founded in 1997 as a therapeutic boarding school, offers a high school curriculum that is fully accredited by Northwest Association of Accredited Schools (NAAS) and the National Independent Private School Association (NIPSA). The Academy is located in a remote mountain valley situated on 450 pristine acres at the headwaters of the Fisher River near numerous trout filled lakes. The campus is surrounded by a conifer forest near the world class ski slopes of Whitefish Mountain Resort, the hiking trails of Glacier National Park, and the peaks of the Cabinet Wilderness Area.
· Our Mission at Montana Academy is to provide a safe therapeutic environment for developmental maturation.  To support the development of life skills, we encourage healthy relationships and academic excellence. 
·  The staff at Montana Academy believe that students learn and mature best within an environment that nurtures both academic and emotional dimensions of life together with a healthy balance of athletic, vocational, and recreational activities.
· An exceptional teaching staff provides engaging curricula in a structured, caring atmosphere.  Positive student-teacher relationships are a vital component of academic success.
· A student’s emotional development is inextricably linked to his or her academic success.  Teachers meet weekly as a group to discuss and assess each student’s academic progress and to convey this information to therapists. Each teacher is a member of a Treatment Team and provides a continual flow of information about students’ academic progress to therapists.
· Students are assigned a Team Teacher, a key participant in a student’s Treatment Team. The Team Teacher provides support for students and parents in academic concerns ranging from standardized test registration to long range academic planning.  Team Teachers know each student’s complete academic history and are an invaluable resource for guiding post-MA educational experiences and placements. 

· Education at Montana Academy creates an intellectual environment that  is individualized and builds upon the unique strengths of each student. Teachers provide compassionate and nurturing classes that offer courses of study which actively engage students in the learning process. They help students learn how to learn by weaving reading, writing, and learning strategies into subject area content.
· Small class sizes allow for individualization of instruction.  Teachers emphasize mastery learning in core subject areas requiring students to earn a C or better before considering their course work complete.

· Teachers provide students weekly grade and behavior reports.  They assess all student assignments within one or two days after students have completed them.  Parents receive mid-block reports half way through every course as well as a final grade report at the end of every academic block. 
· The academic calendar is divided into four academic blocks with graduations occurring in December, May and August. Each block is equivalent to one semester.  Teachers welcome new students into their classes at any time and provide assistance for their successful transition.  Course offerings  are continually modified to fit student needs.
· Students attend school five days per week (Monday through Friday). They take three academic classes and one study hall.  Teachers provide individualized academic assistance during afternoon tutorials.  
· In the afternoons, students participate in physical education.   Throughout the week, students rotate through various fitness activities--strength training, running, snow-shoeing, aerobics, cardio circuit training, and karate fitness. They also can participate in team sports such as basketball and soccer.  Each activity has a fitness leader who has a set curriculum for the activity.  During the first week of the block the fitness leaders evaluate each student’s beginning fitness and skill levels. These same fitness levels and skills are evaluated at the end of the block to measure student progress. Students also participate in horsemanship as well as seasonal sports such as skiing, fishing, swimming and sometimes hockey.  
· Sophomore and junior students take the PSAT (Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test), and all juniors and seniors take the SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test) at least once during their stay at MA. Depending on their college plans, some students will also take SAT II (Subject Area Tests) and/or the ACT (American College Testing). The registrar makes arrangements for these tests.  SAT test preparation classes are offered to augment the preparations students are expected to do on their own.  Advanced Placement courses occur at various times during the year. Advanced Placement tests are scheduled and administered on campus as needed. The registrar arranges other specialized school placement exams.
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
Basic and College Bound

Montana Academy adheres to the basic graduation requirements set forth by the Montana Office of Public Instruction.  Students need a minimum of 20 credits for high school graduation with 13.5 credits in required courses and 6.5 credits in elective courses.   College bound students usually accumulate at least 26 credits of recommended courses that reflect college and university admission requirements.  Many MA students, who graduate with minimum graduation requirements, attend post graduate vocational programs or often complete a post graduate year in another private school.  However, most students complete the college bound requirements. 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS BY SUBJECT AREA
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

Introduction

The English program offers course selections that satisfy graduation requirements in the language arts while also offering a fine array of elective courses. All courses emphasize college preparatory writing skills, reading comprehension, and learning strategies.  Courses serve multi-age and multi-level classes and draw students actively into the learning process. Staff recommends that students take two blocks (semesters) of American Literature, British Literature, World Literature and A.P. Literature and that these courses be taken consecutively.  Students can take other courses for either one or two academic blocks:  Writing Workshop, Writing and Grammar, Literature and Composition, Journalism, The American Short Story, The Montana Academician, and Drama.

English Class Offerings

	Class
	Non College Bound Students
	College Bound Students

	American Literature
	Recommended
	Recommended

	British Literature 
	Elective
	Recommended

	World Literature  
	Recommended
	Recommended

	Advanced Placement Literature and Composition 
	Not Recommended 
	Recommended

	Writing Workshop  
	Recommended
	Recommended

	Literature and Composition 
	Elective
	Recommended

	Writing and Grammar

	Elective
	Elective

	The American Short Story
	Elective
	Elective

	The Pulitzer Prize 
	Elective
	Elective

	Journalism-Writing and Publishing
	Elective
	Elective

	Drama
	Elective
	Elective


AMERICAN LITERATURE The four-part sequence of American Literature spans over 500 years of our country’s contribution to the literary world. We examine both well known and lesser known writers who have contributed to our literary heritage. Throughout the course we continually ask, what constitutes literature and how does it change over time? What does it mean to call literature “American?” What social and cultural factors affect literature and how is it produced and understood? And how do we choose what to read and what not to read?
Text:  Prentice Hall, Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes, The American Experience, Prentice Hall; copyright 2000.  Internet resources: Outline of American Literature, Kathryn VanSpanckeren. usinfo.state.gov/products/pubs/oal/oaltoc.htm; copyright 1998. PAL: Perspectives in American Literature, Paul Reuben Ph.D. www.csustan.edu/english/reuebn/pal/; copyright 2005.
BRITISH LITERATURE British Literature students read from a critical and historical perspective major literary works found in a variety of published sources including Norton Anthologies, Prentice Hall Literature Series and teacher owned (photocopied for students) sources. These readings include: Holy Grail myths, Celtic mythology, Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, Renaissance poetry, Shakespeare’s Hamlet and King Lear, and selected writings from Henry James and George Orwell. Students respond to these readings in weekly formal essays or creative writings that are graded according to explicit assessment criteria. Each writing assignment focuses on a particular theme such as “The Holy Grail Enigma” or “Celtic Mysteries” or “Chaucer’s Political Agenda” among others. All assignments link together to support the process of reading and writing and for each assignment students create a visual aid reflecting concepts and ideas expressed in their written work. Skills such as six trait editing, critical thinking and reading, planning and organizing along with learning strategies are emphasized. Students also practice public speaking in weekly classroom presentations and do a formal presentation as part a final performance assessment project. A wide range of supplemental reading selections augment the textbook mentioned below.
Text:  Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes, the British Tradition, Prentice Hall; copyright 2000.

WORLD LITERATURE This survey course includes poetry, myths, legends, plays, and novels representing various world cultures. The reading assignments range from ancient Mesopotamian epics, to Islamic-Sufi poetry, to Japanese and Chinese poetry, to Hindu Vedas, to Native American mythology, to English novels. Students write weekly analytic essays or compose self selected creative pieces such as plays, poetry, and short stories. Course content is enriched with video resources portraying historical, biographical, cultural, and literary elements. To provide a framework for grasping literary themes, a strong dose of relevant historical information is added to augment the literary units. The course culminates with student presentations and essays based on critical analyses of poetry.  Phil Jones, who has lived, taught and traveled in many parts of Asia and the Far East, enriches the course with his extensive collection of art objects, slides, and personal narratives. 
 Text: Literature, World Masterpieces, Prentice Hall; copyright 1995.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION  AP Literature and Composition provides an in-depth study of literature for juniors and seniors while preparing them for the AP English Literature exam. Students study poetry, plays and novels selected to meet the AP standards. Students write essays, both timed and untimed, in response to these readings. They also learn test-taking skills and strategies for achieving success on the AP exam.  These skills include: a working knowledge of literary terms, analytic skills to grasp meanings in complex works of literature, practice in reading and writing about literature using the AP essay style, and practice with revision and editing. Students also give frequent class presentations based on their most recent essays.  The curriculum for this course was awarded Advanced Placement designation by AP Central following a course audit. A wide range of supplemental novels, plays, and poetry is used along with the anthologies listed below.
Textbooks: AP English Literature and Composition Student Guide copyright 2002;   Literature, World Masterpieces, Prentice Hall; copyright 1995.

LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION  This course is designed to serve diverse ability levels. Students read a variety of reading selections spanning several world cultures and historical time periods that range from Wordsworth’s poetry to Mori Ogai stories. Students write weekly assignments that include descriptive essays and narratives, free response reflections and analytical literary essays. For each assignment, they create a visual aid that reflects concepts and ideas expressed in their writing. The course emphasizes editing and revision skills using the six traits system as well as diagnostic grammar units that focus upon editing problems found in the weekly writing assignments. Students learn critical thinking, reading, and learning strategies as well as time management skills.  They also practice public speaking in weekly classroom presentations and do final formal presentation based on end of session projects. 

Text: Evergreen Guide to Writing, Fawcett, Sandberg; copyright 1999
WRITING WORKSHOP The Writing Workshop addresses the Six Traits concept and takes it a step further. For every writing piece the writer must understand his/her Purpose for writing, know the Organization of the particular writing piece, provide appropriate Details, demonstrate a strong command of his/her Voice, and improve one’s Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics. Students learn that writing is, indeed, a process. Students can expect to complete a writing piece for every week by taking each piece through the writing process: brainstorming, 1st handwritten draft, 2nd typed draft, peer conference, teacher-edit conference, and revision/final draft. Students help design the course and assist in creating a class syllabus. Students take responsibility for creating lessons in which they teach their classmates about a writing genre (personal essay, short story, etc.) of their choice. Students also create weekly 1) personal goals, 2) Montana Writing Standards goals, and 3) writing goals pertaining to the new writing piece. 
Text: Writers INC S Student Handbook for Writing and Learning. Houghton Mifflin, copyright 2001.

WRITING AND GRAMMAR This course focuses on drafting, revising, editing and grammar skills applied to a wide range of weekly writing assignments.  Students study basic and advanced grammar elements which they then use to improve their own writing.  They also apply their knowledge of grammar to practice sections of the new SAT test.  This course is particularly helpful to students taking a foreign language.

Text: The Evergreen Guide to Writing; Fawcett, Sandberg, Houghton Mifflin; copyright 2000.
DRAMA The drama class at Montana Academy offered each winter block is fast becoming a campus favorite. In a six-week period students in this class get a unique opportunity to participate in all facets of a live performance from writing to directing, acting to creating sets. Students choose from any number of short stories from which each student adapts into a screenplay. From the individual screenplays the class collaborates to create one large play that may be performed during the Family Workshop in March.
PULITZER PRIZE  Students in this class - expect to read!  Students read from a variety of novels selected by the Pulitzer Prize board since 1918. Novels read in past classes are Alice Walker’s (1983) The Color Purple, Jhumpa Lahiri’s (2000) Interpreter of Maladies, Pearl S. Buck’s (1932) The Good Earth, and a variety of others chosen by the students for their final read. The class functions, as more than one student have expressed, “…like a book club.” Guided and independent reading of the novels, class discussions, and written essays of literary criticism are fundamentals of the class.
THE MONTANA ACADEMICIAN Using The New Yorker as a model, students construct a magazine of their own work called The Montana Academician. Students read and write articles throughout the course.  They must complete a minimum of seven distinct writing pieces taken through the steps in process writing: 1st draft (hand written or typed), 2nd draft (typed), peer conference, teacher-edit conference, final draft and publishing. Final grades are based on journal responses, weekly quizzes and homework, writing pieces, class participation, and the completed magazine.
THE AMERICAN SHORT STORY  Students explore writing movements from American Romanticism of the early 1800’s to contemporary American literature and the events in history that defined them. With each movement they spotlight a few writers, analyze some of their short stories, and identify the characteristics in their work that distinguish them. Final grades are based on responses to short stories, weekly quizzes, homework, class participation, and group projects.
FOREIGN LANGUAGE

Introduction

Students have an opportunity at Montana Academy to become proficient speakers, readers, and writers of Spanish and to begin studying Latin American literature.  Students are placed in Spanish classes based on previous courses along with an informal assessment of their language proficiencies.
 Foreign Language Class Offerings

	Class
	Non College Bound Students
	College Bound Students

	Spanish I 
	Recommended
	Recommended

	Spanish II 
	Elective
	Recommended

	Adventures in Spanish 
	Elective
	Recommended

	Spanish Conversation and Composition
	Elective
	Elective


Spanish I Spanish I students learn familiar conversational phrases including greetings, numbers, telling time, likes and dislikes. Vocabulary associated with families, daily life, and other activities is enhanced through written and verbal communication. Basic Spanish grammar structure is introduced focusing on noun and verb placement and verb conjugation. Students learn the present tense of regular and irregular verbs, as well as stem-changing verbs. Various Hispanic traditions are incorporated into the curriculum, including art, holidays and other types of cultural celebrations. 
Text: “Descubre Level 1, Lengua  y cultura del mundo hispanico”, Blanco; copyright 2008.

Spanish II Spanish II builds onto vocabulary and grammar structures learned in Spanish I. More advanced sentences structures are introduced including the past tense and imperfect tense verb conjugations. Students write letters and short stories using irregular verbs in various tenses. Oral practice is enhanced by short student presentations and/or student plays. New vocabulary focuses on traveling, shopping, locations and the outdoors. Cultural celebrations are studied more in depth, as well as dance and art. 

Text: “Descubre Level 2, Lengua y cultura del mundo hispanico”, Blanco; copyright 2008

Adventures in Spanish:
This introductory Spanish course is designed with the traveler in mind. “Adventures in Spanish” is a six week course devoted to basic language skills. Each week focuses on a different theme associated with traveling: greetings, meeting people, shopping, getting around town, and ordering food, etc.
Spanish Conversation and Composition:

Spanish Conversation and Conversation is designed for students to become more fluent speakers and writers of the language. Advanced verb tenses are introduced such as the present perfect, future, and subjunctive. Students have complex and coherent conversations, including debates. They write extended essays and responsive papers. Spanish history, art, dance and music are used to introduce and connect historic time periods in Hispanic countries.

Text: “Descubre Level 2, Lengua y cultura del mundo hispanico”, Blanco; copyright
FINE ARTS

High school college bound graduation requirements at Montana Academy include two credits of Fine Arts.  Students are recommended to take at least one credit in visual arts and one credit in performing arts (music or drama). 

VISUAL ARTS:

Visual Art classes offered at Montana Academy include Drawing, Painting, Elements & Principles of Design, Printmaking, Ceramics, 2-D Art, 3-D Art, and Advanced Placement (AP) Art. All classes require sketchbooks.   Although, not required, it is recommended that students take Elements & Principles of Design before other Art courses offered at MA. High school graduation requirements include one credit of Fine Arts from Montana Academy for both college bound and non-college bound students.

Visual Arts Class Offerings

	Class
	Non College Bound Students
	College Bound Students

	Drawing
	Recommended
	Recommended

	Painting
	Recommended
	Elective

	Elements & Principles of Design
	Recommended
	Recommended

	Printmaking
	Elective
	Elective

	Ceramics
	Elective
	Elective

	Ceramics II
	Elective
	Elective

	2-Dimensional Art
	Elective
	Elective

	3-Dimensional Art
	Elective
	Elective


DRAWING: Students learn the basics of drawing through a variety of techniques including; sketching, contour lines, shading, mark-making, grids, perspective, and observation from real life.  Self portraits are rendered in a variety of ways.  Students engage in experiences that encompass art history, art appreciation, art criticism, aesthetics and production. Sketchbooks  provide a place to practice techniques as well as complete homework assignments. This class focuses on the hand and eye working as one...a great class to learn how to draw what you see.

PAINTING: This course is suitable for all levels of artist.  Students use acrylics and oils to complete paintings in a variety of styles on a variety of surfaces.  We examine how paintings have changed over time and the reasons behind these evolutions.  Students engage in art history, art appreciation, art criticism, aesthetics and production. Sketchbooks are required.
 ELEMENTS & PRINCIPLES OF DESIGN: Considered the "building blocks" for all art, this course focus on the seven elements of design and the principles of how they are applied.  This is a useful class for any student starting out in art and a "must have" for those who plan on taking further art courses.

PRINTMAKING:  Reproduce your own original art in this exciting class!  Students explore many types of printmaking from linoleum and wood cuts, to monoprints and collagraph.  Sketchbooks provide a place to capture thoughts and preliminary design ideas.  Students engage in art history, art appreciation, aesthetics and production.  Art criticism as well as class and self critiques assist students in learning not only about art, but how to discuss it.


CERAMICS: Regardless of skill, if you love to get dirty when creating art, this class is for you!  Students learn the pinch, coil and slab methods, wheel throwing, and free standing sculpture. Students explore different glazing techniques and alternative firing methods. They engage in art history, art appreciation, art criticism, aesthetics, and production. Sketchbooks are used for project planning and ideas.  This is an excellent class for discovering one’s artistic potential.
CERAMICS II:  A follow-up to Beginning Ceramics, this class focuses on throwing as well as mold-making and slip casts.  Students explore alternative glazes and firing techniques.  They engage in experiences that encompass art history, art appreciation, aesthetics, and production.   They use sketchbooks for project planning and ideas.

2-DIMENSIONAL ART: Collage, altered images, altered books, and paper mosaics are just a few of the mediums used in this course that features "flat" art.  This is a great class for any level artists and a suburb class to demonstrate original style.  Students engage in experiences that include art history, art appreciation, art criticism, aesthetics and production

3-DIMENSIONAL ART:  Experience the fun of making art that can be viewed from any angle!  This course offers a wide variety of three dimensional art forms: sculpture, bookmaking, decorative ornaments, glass art, mosaic, and more.  The course emphasizes design. Students engage in experiences that include art history, art appreciation, art criticism, aesthetics and production. This is an excellent course for the beginning or advanced artist.

MUSIC

The Music classes offered at Montana Academy include Music Fundamentals/Making Music, Music in Our World, choral and instrumental ensemble, musical theatre, and private voice and guitar study opportunities. There are no pre-requisites for these courses.  For the college-bound student intending to study music all the following classes are recommended.  Montana Academy High School Graduation requirements include one credit of Fine Arts for non-college bound students and two credits of Fine Arts for college bound students.

Music Class Offerings

	
	Class
	Non College Bound Students
	College Bound Students

	1. 
	Music in Our World
	Recommended
	Recommended

	2. 
	Music Fundamentals /Making Music
	Recommended
	Recommended

	3. 
	Instrumental Ensemble
	Elective
	Elective

	4. 
	Academy Voices
	Elective
	Elective

	5. 
	Private Instruction
	Elective
	Elective

	6.
	Musical Theatre
	Elective
	Elective


MUSIC FUNDAMENTALS/MAKING MUSIC   This course is designed for any student with an interest in music.  Students gain general knowledge of the primary elements of music: melody, harmony, rhythm and form.  These elements are explored through listening, playing, composing, analyzing and interpreting several different genres of music. Students are encouraged to apply the study of music fundamentals to writing, recording and/or performance projects to share within the class and the larger MA community.  
MUSIC IN OUR WORLD  The focus of this class changes each block and will include a survey of Western classical music, tribal music of the world (includes constructing instruments indigenous to many of the regions studied), the history of rock and roll, and surveys of film music and Broadway musicals.  Students should leave this class with an understanding of the roots, cultural context, salient characteristics and important literature of each studied genre.  Course work includes a research paper on an appropriate topic of the student’s choice.  
Academy Voices     The Academy’s choral group is open to all who love to sing.  Focus will be on individual/group vocal development through practice and performance of choral music from the renaissance to present day.  Emphasis is on unaccompanied singing, great and challenging choral music, and camaraderie through music.  Meets two nights per week (TBA)
Instrumental ensemble   The Academy’s instrumental group is comprised of students who have a music reading ability and a desire to play with others.  The make-up of the group is determined each block.  Meets two nights per week (TBA)
PRIVATE INSTRUCTION  (Voice, Guitar; other instruments by arrangement)  Students may sign-up for half-hour/one-hour private lessons during their study-hall if it coincides with the instructor’s free periods. Lessons will be on a first-come, first-serve basis and upon approval of the Treatment Team and parents. Students are responsible for providing or renting their own instrument. 

MUSICAL THEATER (See also English course offerings.) Each fall, the school prepares and presents a musical. Performances take place during the Fall Parent’s Workshop.  Past performances include: Grease, Guys and Dolls, and Beauty and the Beast. Students design sets and costumes, as well as choreograph the dances.

SOCIAL STUDIES PROGRAM
The social studies program at Montana Academy includes classes in U.S. History, World History, American Government, Civics, Geography/Global Issues, and Agricultural Studies.  Specialty courses may also be available based on student need and interest.  Graduation requirements include U.S. History and American Government. American Government, World History, and U.S. History are recommended for all students and required for college-bound students. All classes are designed around key concepts and require no pre-requisites.
Social Studies Class Offerings

	Class
	Non College Bound Students
	College Bound Students

	U.S. History 
	Required
	Required

	World History and Culture
	Required
	Required

	American Government*
	Recommended
	Recommended

	Civics*
	Elective
	Recommended

	Geography/Global Issues
	Elective
	Elective

	Agricultural Studies
	Elective
	Elective


* Satisfies the Government credit recommendation
U.S. HISTORY This two block course surveys major events and topics in American History. The first block of the course covers Colonial America, the Founding Era, Westward Expansion, and the Civil War and Reconstruction. The second block emphasizes the eras of the Roosevelts, the U.S. role in World War II, the Cold War, September 11th and the War on Terror. We examine historical events and trends through the eyes of people involved, exploring the key differences between the past and the present. Students take on individual research projects in which they teach the class about important historical events, people, or trends. They also read, write, and discuss current events with particular emphasis on relating them to past events.  Reading, writing, and learning strategies are integrated within content instruction.  Students also participate in large and small group discussion.  Text: America: Pathways to the Present, Prentice Hall; 2000; a variety of magazines and other readings as assigned by instructor. 
WORLD HISTORY AND CULTURE This course focuses on major topics in world history and culture, east and west. Students analyze significant historical eras, major events, prominent personalities, and transformational processes within a social, historical, and cultural context with an eye to traditional values and religious traditions. The first semester concentrates on the development of peoples and world views beginning with European Paleolithic time then follows the ancient Silk Road into the “the land between two rivers” in Mesopotamia’s rise of the first civilizations, next continues east into ancient Persia and the Indus Valley civilization with the arrival of Hinduism and the emergence of Buddhism, and then completes the journey with a survey of Far Eastern history in China and finally Japan.  The second semester focuses on the rise and fall of ancient Greece and Rome and ends with early Medieval Christendom.  Students become “Theoretical Historians” as they articulate their own theories to explain the rise of Athens and Rome to the level of empire and their eventual decline. Learning strategies and fundamental study skills for reading and listening comprehension are integrated within content instruction, and students work individually and collaboratively in a range of assessment tasks including writing assignments, objective tests, formal presentations, and research projects.  Students also engage in large and small group discussion.  Text: World History, Patterns of Civilization, Prentice Hall; augmented by a wide range of teachers resources.
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT In this one block course, students explore the structures and functions of the US. Government.  They study the three branches of the federal government, including an in-depth examination of the Supreme Court, addressing how the interpretation of the Constitution has changed throughout American history. Students also will be introduced to American politics. By the end of the session, the students should have a strong foundation in American government, to help them become active and productive citizens.

Text: Magruder’s American Government, Prentice Hall; copyright 2002; a variety of magazines and other readings as assigned by instructor. 

CIVICS This one block course focuses on citizen participation in the American government and American society. This course also can also satisfy the Government requirement. Students trace the role of individual and group action through several major citizen movements in U.S. history, which include the civil rights, labor, women’s issues, and environmental movements. The course also examines the practical application of skills addressing student and citizen action. Students undertake projects based upon their individual interests that have real-world application so that they begin to understand how citizens’ actions can effect changes in local, state and national governing bodies. Text: Civics Today, Glencoe; copyright, 2005. Civics for Democracy, Center for Study of Responsive Law; copyright 1992; a variety of magazines and other readings as assigned by instructor. 
GEOGRAPHY/GLOBAL ISSUES This one block elective course surveys world geography according to five major geographic themes: location, place, human environment, movement, and region. Students select projects focusing on particular regions of the world: North America, Latin America, Europe, Asia, North Africa/Middle East, Sub-Saharan Africa, and Australia/New Zealand/Oceania. They gain an appreciation of the larger world around them and the migratory flows of people, resources, technology, and ideas around the planet. The course then focuses on current issues of importance to the world. Students examine international cooperation through multinational institutions such as the United Nations and international treaties. They explore conflicts with international implications, such as the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, tensions between India and Pakistan, North and South Korea, and concerns over the future of the Middle East. Students also examine major international issues such as global health, threats to the global environment, and poverty. Students participate in projects where they examine the history and evolution of specific conflicts, attempts at resolution, and potential future steps. Text: World Geography, Glencoe, copyright 2005; a variety of magazines and other readings as assigned by instructor.
AGRICULTURAL STUDIES This spring and summer elective course combines the academic study of agriculture through history and around the globe with practical experience in Montana Academy’s gardens. Each block will feature a different academic focus, including such topics as Agriculture Through History; Cross-Cultural Perspectives on Food and Farming; and Small-Scale, Localized Agriculture in a Super-Sized, Globalized World. Practical projects will depend on season, taking students through the cycle of planning, planting, and maintaining gardens. Text: Various readings provided by instructor.

MATHEMETICS and PHYSICS

Introduction

The mathematics and physics program at Montana Academy includes classes in first and second year algebra, geometry, precalculus, and non calculus based physics.  All classes are offered in two 12 week blocks.  College bound students must take a minimum of three classes, typically Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II.  Physics is a lab science class and strongly recommended for college bound students.  (Please note: Both Physics and Astronomy are part of our science course offerings, but are listed in the mathematics section since they are taught by the math teacher.)
Mathematics  and Physics Class Offerings

	Class
	Non College Bound Students
	College Bound Students

	Algebra 1
	Required
	Required

	Geometry 1
	Required
	Required

	Algebra 2
	Elective
	Required

	Precalculus 
	Elective
	Recommend

	*Physics 
	Elective
	Recommend

	*Astronomy
	Elective
	Elective


*Are also part of our science course offerings.
Mathematics Prerequisite Map














Sequence and Prerequisite:

The normal sequence of math classes is Algebra 1A/B, Geometry A/B, Algebra 2A/B, then Precalculus A/B.  It is possible for some students to take Geometry A & B in reverse order, or start Geometry after only taking Algebra 1A.  It is also possible to start Algebra 2A before taking Geometry, and Physics A & B can be taken in reverse order.  Physics B can be started about 6 weeks into the 12 week class; however the rest of the classes should not be started except for the beginning of the block
ALGEBRA 1A  Prerequisite: Pre-Algebra or being able to add, subtract, multiply and divide integers, decimals and fractions, to simplify fractions, and know multiplication tables (1 to 10). A previous introduction to variables, substitutions, equations, and the basic rules of algebra is helpful but not required. This course is an introduction to Algebra. Topics include evaluating and solving algebraic expressions, exponential notation, writing and solving proportions, using percentage, solving inequalities, mathematical operations on exponentials, scientific notation, multiplying, adding polynomials, factoring polynomials, and solving quadratic expressions. Calculators: A simple four-function calculator with a square root is all that is required, although a scientific calculator with exponential capabilities is especially helpful. Graphing is done entirely by hand in this class.

Text: Algebra 1, Prentice Hall, by Smith, Charles, Dossey, Bittinger, copyright 2001.
ALGEBRA 1B  Prerequisite: Algebra 1A. This course is a continuation of first year Algebra 1A. Topics include: solving quadratic expressions, graphing linear equations, finding equations of lines, and solving systems of equations both graphically and algebraically, set theory, one & two variable inequalities, absolute values, using the Pythagorean Theorem & quadratic formula, solving rational equations, and simplifying radicals. Calculators: A simple four-function calculator with a square root is all that is required, although a scientific calculator with exponential capabilities is especially helpful. Graphing is done by hand. Text: Algebra 1, Prentice Hall, by Smith, Charles, Dossey, Bittinger, copyright 2001
GEOMETRY A  Prerequisite: Algebra 1A. This course is an introduction to Geometry.  Topics include points, lines, and planes in two and three dimensions, parallel lines, congruence, similarity, and major categories of angles, triangles, and quadrilaterals.  Postulates and theorems are explored and applied through compass/straight edge constructions, Geometers Sketch Pad projects, problem solving, and two column proofs.  Calculators: a simple four-function calculator with a square root is all that is required. 
Texts: Geometry, Concepts & Applications, Glencoe, by Cummins, Kanold, Kenney, Malloy, and Mojica; copyright 2001
GEOMETRY B  This course is a continuation of Geometry A.  Topics include the following: area and perimeter of polygons and circles, area and volumes of solids, trigonometry, law of sine and cosine, fractals, characteristics of circles, secant and tangents lines, and spherical geometry. Postulates and theorems are explored and applied through compass/straight edge constructions, Geometers Sketch Pad projects, problem solving, and two column proofs. The final few weeks are a thorough review of Algebra 1 as well as newer more difficult material including solving linear equations/inequalities, absolute values, functions & their graphs, and solving systems of equations with 3 variables. 

Prerequisite: Geometry A.  Calculators:  A scientific calculator with sin, cos, tan, and square root, is required.  Texts: Geometry, Concepts & Applications, Glencoe, by Cummins, Kanold, Kenney, Malloy, and Mojica; copyright 2001

ALGEBRA 2A  Prerequisite:  Geometry B. This course is a continuation of first year Algebra 1B & Geometry B.  The course immediately starts with new material and assumes the student has recently completed Geometry B.  Topics include the following:  exponential manipulation, relations and functions, graphs of functions, polynomial functions, synthetic division, evaluating and/solving radical expressions and equations, matrices and determinants, mean, mode, median, standard deviation, imaginary and complex number systems, solving quadratics by factoring & graphing, completing the square, parabolas, circles, ellipses, hyperbolas, remainder and factor theorem, fundamental theorem of algebra, rational zero theorem, and Descartes’ sign rule. Calculators:  A graphing calculator such as the TI-83plus is required.
Texts: Algebra 2, Integration, Application, Connections, Glencoe, by Foster, Winters, et. al, copyright 1998 

ALGEBRA 2B  Prerequisite:  Algebra 2A. This course is the second part of Algebra 2.  Topics include the following: probability, composite and inverse functions, rational functions & their graphs, introduction to log properties, introduction to sequences & series, trigonometry, laws of sines, law of cosines, trig functions, and introduction to trigonometric identities. Calculators:  A graphing calculator such as the TI-83plus is required.
Texts: Algebra 2, Integration, Application, Connections, Glencoe, by Foster, Winters, et. al, copyright 1998 

PRECALCULUS A This course is the first part of a two part Precalculus class.  Topics include the following: modeling data/graphs, regression, operations on functions, compositional functions, function transformations, inverse relations, polynomial functions, polynomial division, synthetic division, remainder and factor theorem, fundamental theorem of algebra, rational zero theorem, Descartes’ sign rule, composite and inverse functions, rational functions, complex numbers, exponential functions, logarithmic functions, properties of log functions, logistic and exponential growth and decay with applications to finance, trigonometry, degrees/radians, DMS, unit circle, sinusoids, composite functions, inverse trig functions, laws of sines, law of cosines, trig functions, trigonometric identities, sum & difference, and multiple – angle identities.

Prerequisite:  Algebra 2B. 

Calculators:  A graphing calculator such as the TI-83plus is required.

Texts: Algebra 2, Integration, Application, Connections, Glencoe, by Foster, Winters, et. al, copyright 1998

PRECALCULUS B This is the second of a two part Precalculus class.  Topics include the following: vectors, dot products, parametric equations, polar coordinates, De Moivre’s Theorem, systems of equations, matrices, determinates, augmented matrices/row reduced echelon form, partial fractions, two variable inequalities, linear programming, conics, polar equations of conics, translation and rotation of axes, three-dimensional Cartesian coordinates, permutations, combinations, binomial theorem, probability & statistics, arithmetic & geometric sequences and series, and an introduction to differentiation and integration.

Prerequisite:  Precalculus A. 

Calculators:  A graphing calculator such as the TI-83plus is required.

Texts: Algebra 2, Integration, Application, Connections, Glencoe, by Foster, Winters, et. al, copyright 1998

PHYSICS A  Prerequisite:  Algebra 2B. This is the first course in a two block non calculus based Physics class.  Topics include the following: displacement, velocity, acceleration, projective motion, Newton’s first & second laws, friction, work, conservation of momentum, rotational motion, torque, fluid dynamics, buoyancy, and Bernoulli’s’ Equation.  The course uses a succession of labs and stresses the scientific method to derive the basic equations of motion and then uses problems to develop problems solving techniques. 

Calculators:  A scientific calculator with sin, cos, tan, square root, and exponential capabilities is required.  A graphing calculator such as the TI-83plus is recommended. 

Text:  Physics, Holt, by Serway & Faughn, copyright 1999

PHYSICS B  Prerequisite:  Algebra 2B. This is the second course in a two-block non-calculus based Physics class.  Topics include the following: heat transfer, thermodynamics, entropy, waves, characteristics of sound waves, properties of light, electricity, magnetism, charge, capacitance, inductance, resistance, and electric & magnetic fields.  The course uses a succession of labs to derive the basic equations for electricity.
Calculators:  A scientific calculator with sin, cos, tan, square root, and exponential capabilities is required.  A graphing calculator such as the TI-83plus is recommended.

Text:  Physics, Holt, by Serway & Faughn, copyright 1999.
ASTRONOMY: 

This course serves students who have either completed the core science curriculum and require additional background knowledge or who simply want an interesting academic challenge.  The course opens with an outline of historical astronomy beginning with the earliest records of astronomical observations, applications, and mythologies among early peoples.  Primitive and modern astronomical devices are covered from ancient Mayan calendars, to Stonehenge, to radio telescopes.  Students study geometry as it relates to stellar distance and location.  They also learn about the nature of gravity including the orbital motions of celestial bodies, the formation of planets, stars, galaxies, the effects of planetary moons, changes of seasons and oceanic tides within a background of current events. Basic chemistry as it relates to celestial processes is covered within the study of stars and heavy-element formation.  Students learn how to classify stars as to size, temperature, and life expectancy.   They also study celestial phenomenon such as quasars, neutron stars, and cosmic ray bursts as well as planets as the location, size, chemical make-up, and probable origin of each planet within our solar system. A portion of the unit is devoted to space exploration including early earth orbiters, the moon landing, deep space probes, and planetary rovers. The course culminates with an extended look at our own planet and its place in the galaxy. Students spend a number of evenings out of doors observing the visible stars, constellations, planets, and other celestial bodies.  They learn about basic celestial navigation and use the positions of these bodies to judge the time of year.  Students learn the use of telescopes, binoculars, and star charts. In addition to traditional tests and quizzes, students do research to complete in-depth essays concerning certain aspects of the course material. Students present their research with accompanying visual aids. Students are also evaluated on their knowledge of the local heavens, their use of start charts, telescopes and on class participation.   
Science Program

Introduction

The science program at Montana Academy requires all students to complete two credits of science, one of which must be Integrated Science, Chemistry, Biology, or Physics. The second required credit is freely chosen from a list of electives. Students preparing for college should earn a minimum of three science credits (including Integrated Science). Enrolment in science electives can be concurrent with enrolment in Integrated Science. Working with their team teachers, students choose electives with careful attention to college entry requirements, high school science credits they have already earned, and other factors. Typically the chemistry, biology and/or physics series are taken by college-bound students. Nearly all Montana Academy science classes include laboratory components and many involve fieldwork (Please note: Physics and Astronomy courses are listed with Mathematics since they are taught by the math teacher.).
Science Class Offerings

	Class
	Credit Hours
	Non College Bound Students
See Introduction above
	College Bound Students
See Introduction above

	Biology
	1.0
	See above
	See above

	Field Biology
	1.0
	See above
	See above

	Chemistry
	1.0
	See above
	See above

	*Integrated Science
	1.0
	See above
	See above

	Molecular Bioscience & Biotechnology
	1.0
	See above
	See above

	*Ecology & Evolution 
	0.5
	See above
	See above

	*Freshwater and Marine Biology 
	0.5
	See above
	See above

	*Microbiology
	0.5
	See above
	See above


*Indicates class requires fieldwork.
BIOLOGY: 
The biology series is a two block course designed to introduce students to the fundamental concepts of modern biological science.  The class satisfies one of the core lab sciences required by most colleges and is suitable for 9th up through 12th grade.  No preliminary courses are required.  This class emphasizes the investigative nature of science; how to approach a problem; how to design an experiment to answer a given question and how to collect objective data.  Applications of the scientific method are demonstrated across curriculum boundaries, into the arts, literature, engineering, and other fields.  In order to account for the multiple intelligences displayed in any classroom, material is presented in varied forms.  Lectures are supplemented with visual material and animated videos of biochemical processes.  Hands-on lab activities emphasize the concepts presented in the text.   Students make use of the learning aids found in textbooks and transform the information into essays, drawings, and concept maps.  Students develop and in-depth familiarity with selected sections of the curriculum and take on the responsibility for teaching that material to their peers.   
Biology A begins at the atomic level with a study of basic chemistry, carbon compounds, and chemical reactions.  The cell is introduced in terms of anatomical structure and function in both plants and animals.  
Biology B begins with a study of photosynthesis followed by cellular respiration, cell growth, and division.  An introduction to genetics precedes the structure and synthesis of DNA, RNA, and proteins.  The block finishes with an overview of genetic engineering and the human genome.  

Biology C introduces Darwinian evolution as the single central principal unifying the life sciences.  Students examine the history of biology with an eye toward understanding the progression of thought from the classical Greek approach through the modern evolutionary synthesis.  Evolutionary principals are expanded to explain the diversity of populations and the process of speciation.  
In Biology D the fossil record serves as a basis for the study of the history of life on this planet and introduces basic taxonomic classification.  Life’s 5 kingdoms are broached with the study of viruses, bacteria, single-celled organisms, plant anatomy and physiology.  
FIELD BIOLOGY: Field Biology is a six week, one credit course concentrating on experimental methods in field ecology and natural history. We study local land forms, geology of the area surrounding Montana Academy, and methods of navigating and marking locations by GPS for field studies. The course emphasizes the structures of food webs and trophic cascades that a characteristic of the local temperate forest environment. Students study the impacts invasive species have in the area and the impacts human activities including logging. Substantial field time is passed on the Lost Trail Wildlife Refuge working with staff on projects including elk browsing on aspen trees and the relationship this has to the local wolf population. Invertebrate organisms including native and invasive crayfish and freshwater sponges are used as model systems to understand basic concepts in wetlands ecology. This course emphasizes data collection and analysis on a scale and depth that typifies many entry level college courses in field ecology.

CHEMISTRY: Chemistry A through D (2 blocks, 1.0 credits) is an introductory course designed to ignite interest and provide a broad foundation in the chemical sciences.  Lectures are supplemented by laboratory exercises, demonstrations, video presentations, and computer animations. Intensive classroom discussions serve to explore the history and relevance of chemistry in today’s society. Laboratory notebooks provide a means of communicating observations, experimental results, theories, and hypotheses to classmates and the teacher. Students select topics they find particularly interesting, research these topics, write formal essays, produce classroom presentations, and engage in additional experimentation. 
Chemistry A begins with an examination of what science is, the scientific method, and how scientists approach the problems and opportunities they face.  Properties of matter, states of matter, mixtures, energy, physical changes, measurement, chemical problem solving, mathematical conversions, atomic structure, chemical nomenclature, periodicity, and chemical quantities are all introduced.
In Chemistry B, students study the nature of chemical reactions, chemical solutions, stoichiometry, thermochemistry, the behavior of gases, the properties of electrons, the concept of the mole, molar mass, and molecular formulae.

In Chemistry C the different types of chemical bonding (ionic, covalent, and non-covalent) are examined in depth, along with properties of aqueous and other solutions, reaction kinetics, equilibria, acids, and bases.
Chemistry D covers oxidation-reduction reactions, electrochemistry, and properties of metals. Basic organic chemistry, including organic reactions, functional groups, and an introduction to biochemistry complete the course.
INTEGRATED SCIENCE This course in the natural sciences (2 blocks, 1.0 credits) integrates a broad range of disciplines and topics in biology, chemistry, physics, and earth science. The course is based on the principle that an understanding of ecosystem function- inclusive of all natural laws and physical underpinnings- provides a focused yet broad foundation in the natural sciences. Utilizing lectures, demonstrations, and laboratories, the course addresses how the Earth’s abiotic and biotic systems are interrelated and in what ways the Earth’s energy cycles affect life and geological processes. The class covers topics in meteorology, climatology, microbiology, organismal biology, evolutionary biology, solar physics, chemistry, ecology, biodiversity, volcanism, atmospheric science, conservation science, molecular biology, and astrobiology (prospects for extraterrestrial life). At the beginning of the course each student designs and builds a model aquatic ecosystem in a freshwater aquarium.  Students continuously observe their models pass through successive stages of biological, chemical, and physical development. They share observations, theories, hypotheses, and experimental results with classmates. Microscopes, analytical instruments, wet chemistry, and the students’ senses are employed to collect data and observations recorded in notebooks written and illustrated to scientific standards. Detailed comparisons are drawn between the students’ model ecosystem, Rift Valley lakes in East Africa (upon which the models are based) and Montana Academy’s 240 gallon microcosm containing Rift Valley lake cichlid fishes. The course addresses fundamental questions including: What is a scientific theory? What is predictive power?  What is the nature of scientific knowledge?  How do scientists work? What is the nature of science-based world views? What roll does creativity play in the scientific enterprise? Why do humans bother doing science? What do art, science, literature, and history have in common? How does science relate to modern societies? Active learning strategies, group discussions, hands-on experimentation, and field observations are extensively utilized.
MOLECULAR BIOSCIENCES AND BIOTECHNOLOGY : This course (2 blocks, 1.0 credits) is for students with interest in biology and chemistry who wish to learn more about the modern developments in molecular genetics that have revolutionized medicine, agriculture, forensics, wildlife biology, evolutionary biology, and many other sciences. The course begins with an overview of organic chemistry and biochemistry then focuses on the structure and function of DNA, RNA, and proteins. Students learn about recombinant DNA technologies that make possible gene cloning, genetic engineering, transgenic plants and animals, the human genome project, forensic DNA technology, and other advances that have changed the way humans view themselves and the world. Lectures and discussions are combined with laboratory exercises that provide students with the opportunity to experience what it is like to work in a biosciences laboratory. Students use PCR on their own DNA to determine genotype and test food for the presence of genetically modified elements. They transform bacteria, purify proteins, prepare DNA for sequencing, and determine evolutionary relationships based on nucleic acid sequences. Ethical and moral issues related to recombinant DNA technology are freely and frequently discussed. This is an advanced course designed to give students a foundation in molecular biology. The course affords an opportunity to contemplate further education or a possible career in molecular bioscience.
ECOLOGY AND EVOLUTION: (1 block, 0.5 credits) Ecology is the scientific study of interactions of organisms with one another and with the physical and chemical environment. Evolution, on the other hand, is the change of a population of organisms from one generation to the next. Ecology is a science that contributes considerably to our understanding of evolution because evolutionary change occurs in direct response to ecological factors. In this course we study ecology and evolution side by side in order to make both sciences more understandable and fulfilling. The course covers topics in population growth and decline, competition, predation, symbiosis, community structure, succession, energy flow, nutrient cycling, biogeography, and invasive species. Topics in evolution include the molecular basis for population variability, natural selection, Mendelian inheritance, genetic drift, and early life on Earth. For field activities students visit the area’s numerous examples of remarkable and beautiful terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems. In the laboratory students build models of simple aquatic ecosystems and study their behavior. The course puts heavy emphasis on developing strong, scientifically rigorous skills in thinking and empirical observation.
FRESHWATER AND MARINE BIOLOGY: This course (1 block, 0.5 credits) emphasizes fundamental biotic and abiotic features shared by freshwater and marine ecosystems. The course begins with selected topics in basic science relevant to aquatic environments. The chemistry of aqueous solutions, water solubility of gases, thermodynamics, and mechanics of water movement are covered prior to introductory units on geology, plate tectonics, volcanism, and atmospheric science. A major theme of the course is morphological and physiological adaptations of the major groups of aquatic microbes, invertebrates, and vertebrates. Physical and chemical constraints the environment puts upon biology, biodiversity, and evolutionary adaptation are discussed and explored during field observations and in the laboratory. The structure and function of coral reefs, tidal estuaries, rivers, alpine lakes, bogs, salt marshes, and swamps are explored in considerable detail. Primary production (photosynthesis), aquatic food webs, and nutrient cycling are topics covered in laboratory exercises and classroom activities. The course concludes by considering human impacts on aquatic environments, water quality, and the economic and cultural value of Earth’s aqueous environments.
MICROBIOLOGY: 
This is a 12 week laboratory course designed as an introduction to the microbial world.  Extensive hands-on work with some of the major species of laboratory cultivated bacteria, yeast, and fungi demonstrates how science studies things it cannot see.  Students grow, isolate, stain, and develop an understanding of how microorganisms form an integral part of the environment, how pathogenic bacteria can spread through a population, and how antibiotics and other drugs work against these invaders. Students keep detailed laboratory notebooks including sketches, written descriptions, and organized data entries which will prepare them for the rigors of college-level laboratory classes. Class work includes an overview of the history of microbial research, from the discovery of “animalcules” to the works of Jenner, Pasteur, and others.  A forensics-style approach demonstrates to students how researchers gradually discerned the presence of unseen, but deadly, life forms and apply the scientific method to learn about them.  A study of modern research includes some of the advancements made in the biopharmaceutical and environmental industries such as the development of bacterial DNA implants and genetically modified foods and medicines.  As schedules permit, students will design and conduct individual research projects on some aspect of microbial research. The data they generate will be used to write a formal paper using professional format and presentation graphics.    
HEALTH and WELLNESS:

Health and Wellness is a twelve-week health course for those students requiring science or health credit. The primary purpose of this course is to demonstrate that good health can greatly improve the quality of our lives. This course provides the information and tools necessary to help students make healthier lifestyle choices while understanding the consequences of choosing not to do so. The course covers five major units: (1) Healthy Environment the Immune System & Disease; (2) Digestion, Nutrition, & Weight Management; (3); (4) Health Care, Public Health, Injuries/First Aid (5) Drugs & The Nervous System. The course begins with an overview of a healthy environment, teen risk behaviors, and an assessment of where they stand.  Throughout the course students will explore and begin to understand health and wellness through nutrition, health care and drugs and the nervous system. Students will gain comprehension through group activities, articles, guest speakers, discussion, presentations, assigned essays and differentiated instruction.
PHYSICAL EDUCATION PROGRAM
SPORTS & FITNESS PROGRAM 

The Afternoon Sports and Fitness course is an intramural program designed to engage all students in well directed physical activity. Throughout the year, the activities vary depending upon the season: basketball, soccer, cross-country skiing, cross country running, horseback riding, swimming, etc.  Typically, students sign up for new and different physical activities every 6 weeks and are then assigned to that offering for the 6 weeks session. There are usually 6-8 different activity options directed toward a variety of fitness levels, while encompassing different components of fitness.  Monday, Wednesday, and Friday offerings are fitness oriented with a specific goal oriented toward physical fitness. Tuesday and Thursday offerings are game and team sports
LEADERSHIP AND FACULTY QUALIFICATIONS
Carol Santa: Director of Education and Owner of Montana Academy

Ph.D. in Educational Psychology with emphasis in reading, teacher, curriculum director, college professor, author of over fifty professional publications, author of Pegasus, a K-6 elementary reading program, developer of Project CRISS, a professional development program for teachers designed to improve student learning across the curriculum.
Philip O. Jones:  Principal and Academic Dean; English and History Instructor
MA English Literature, University of Montana; BA, English, History and Political Science; over two decades of teaching experience on both the high school and college levels (University of Montana and University of Maryland), including fourteen years teaching overseas in private college preparatory schools and more than a decade of teaching at Montana Academy; Teaching Certification: English, History and Political Science along with Administrative Certification: Grades K-12 Principal Licensure
David MacLean: English Instructor 

MEd, Portland State University; BA Philosophy, University of Montana, Missoula;  One and a half years with Montana Academy as a Weekend Team Leader, and eight years English teaching experience, seven with the Aspen School District.  Teaching certification: Secondary English Language Arts, Montana and Colorado.
Connie L. Jones: Registrar, Librarian, Testing Coordinator, Study Hall Monitor 
BS Elementary Education K-8; BS Special Education K-12; Eastern Montana College; Graduate work University of Montana; over three decades of teaching experience, K-8 Teacher, K-12 Guidance Counselor, K-12 Learning Specialist, including fourteen years teaching overseas in private college preparatory schools; nearly a  decade of working for Montana Academy, Certification: Special Education K-12 and Elementary Education.
Marla Sidney: Spanish Language Instructor
MA, Foreign Language Pedagogy & Spanish Linguistics, University of Missouri – Columbia; BA, English and Spanish, Missouri Southern State University. Two years teaching English to Spanish speakers of all ages in academies and businesses while living in Madrid, Spain. Over a decade of experience teaching Spanish at the college level (University of Missouri, Northwestern University, FVCC and the University of Kansas) and 3 years substitute teaching at the middle and high-school levels of District 5 with several long-term assignments.  Certification: State of Montana Educator License, Spanish & English.

Craig Hodges: Musical Arts Instructor
Doctor of Musical Arts, The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary; Master of Music, Colorado State University; Bachelor of Arts in Music, Kalamazoo College. Nearly three decades of experience as a performer, conductor and music teacher, including Professor of Music positions at Asbury University, Ouachita Baptist University and Campbellsville University, with an emphasis in choral/vocal music. 
Dave Wagner: Music and Theater Instructor
Studies in Philosophy/Liberal Arts University of Montana, Missoula. Dave has 35 years experience in the Entertainment Industry as a singer/songwriter, actor, director, producer and technical advisor. He was co-owner of a successful community theater troupe in Butte, Montana and has toured and played extensively throughout the Western US and Canada.

Claire Niewendorp: Visual Arts Instructor

BA in Fine Arts and Certification in Art Education: K-12: The University of Montana, Missoula, MT.  Claire has traveled internationally to teach. She has taught art in New Zealand and English as a second language in Chile. Her most recent teaching includes art classes for community based non-profits and organizing community art projects. 

Timothy R. Price: Mathematics and Physics Instructor
MEd, Western Washington University; BS Electrical Engineering, Walla Walla College, Professional Engineer;  over a decade of experience in engineering and similar duration teaching high school level math and physics; Certification: Mathematics, Physics

Richard M. Stern: Social Studies Instructor

M.Ed. Curriculum Studies, M.S. Environmental Studies, University of Montana; BA Psychology, University of California; nearly a decade of high school teaching experience (Montana Academy and Missoula County Public Schools; Certification: Comprehensive Social Studies (History, Political Science, Geography, Economics and Psychology) 
Jack C. Ceserone: Science Instructor

BA Biology (Marine Fisheries Emphasis), Western Washington University; M.Ed. Western Washington University; fifteen years researching marine mammals and fisheries concerns in Washington and Alaska with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration; three years teaching at Montana Academy; Certification: Biology and General Science.
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         Recent High School Acceptances

Basic Credit Requirements


4 credits of English


2 credits of Science


2 credits of Social Studies including 	.5 credit Government


2 credits of Mathematics


0 credit of Foreign Language


1 credit of Fine Arts


1 credit of Health Enhancement (P.E)


.5 credit of Health Science


1 credit of Vocational/Technical


6.5 credits of electives





Total 20 Credits





College Bound Credit Recommendations


4 credits of English  


3 credits of Science with 2 credits laboratory science                      


3 credits of Social Studies including 1 credit 	American 	History, 1 credit World History,  


	.5 credit Government and .5 credit elective


3 credits of Mathematics


3 credits of Foreign Language


2 credits of Fine Arts


1 credit of Health Enhancement (P.E.)


.5 credit of Health Science


1 credit of Vocational/Technical


5.5 credits of additional elective courses    


Total 26 Credits





Algebra 1A





Geometry B





Geometry A





Algebra 1B





Algebra 2A





Physics A





Algebra 2B





Physics B





Pre Calculus B 





Pre Calculus A 





2009 Continued


Ursinus College, PA


Warren Wilson College, NC


Washington College, MD


Wheaton College, MA








Lyndon College, VT


Marlborough College, VT


Mercer University, GA


Mount Holyoke, MA


New York University, NY


New York University Poly, NY


Oberlin College, OH


Parson’s School of Design, NY


Prescott College, AZ


Regis University, CO


Roger Williams University, RI


St. John’s University, MN


St. Mary’s College, CA


Salve Regina University, RI


San Francisco Art Institute, CA


Southern New Hampshire U., NH


Temple University, PA


The Evergreen State College, WA


The New School, NY


Tisch School of Musical Theatre, NY


Tulane University, LA


University of Ellensburg, WA


University of Hartford, CT


University of New England, ME


University of Puget Sound, WA


University of San Francisco, CA


University of Vermont, VT


Ursinus College, PA


Wagner College, NY


Wentworth Institute of Technology, MA


West Chester University, PA


Whittier College, CA


Willamette University, OR


Wooster College, OH








2011 College Acceptances as of 4-11-11


Bard College, NY


Bennington College, VT


California Lutheran University, CA


Central Oregon Community College, OR


Clark University, MA


Coastal Carolina University, SC


College of Florida, FL


DePaul University, IL


Eckerd College, FL


Evergreen College, WA 


Florida Institute of Technology, FL


Furman University, SC


Goucher College, MD


Hampshire College, MA


Ithaca College, NY


Jacksonville University, FL


Landmark College, VT


Lynchburg College, NJ


Macalester College, MN


Marlboro College, VT


Montana State University, MT


Northern Arizona University, AZ


Oregon State University, OR


Pacific University, OR


Residential College at Michigan, MI


Sarah Lawrence College, NY


S.U.N.Y.-New Paltz,. NY


UC Santa Barbara, CA


University of Colorado, CO


University of Montana, MT


University of New Hampshire, NH


University of Puget Sound, WA


University of Redlands, CA


University of Tennessee, TN


University of Tulsa, OK


Warren Wilson College, NC


Western Washington, WA


Wooster College, OH


Wheaton College, MA


Willamette University, OR


Xavier University, OH








2008 College Acceptances:


American University, Washington DC


Aquinas College, MI


Ave Marie University, FL


Bard College, NY


Bucknell University, PA


Champlain College, VT


College of Charleston, SC


College of Marin, CA


Curry College, MA


Diablo Community College, CA


Dickinson College, PA


Eugene Lang of New School U., NY


Goucher College, MD


Grand Valley State University, MI


Hamilton College, NY


Hampshire College, MA


Hartwick College, NY


Hendrix College, AR


Hope College, MI


Iona College, NY


Ithaca College, NY


Lake Forest College, IL


Lewis & Clark College, OR


Linfield College, OR


Lorenzo de Medici College, Italy


Loyola College, MD


Loyola-Marymount College, CA


Loyola University, IL


Montana State University, MT


Montgomery Community College, MD


Monterey Peninsula Community College, CA


New York Film Academy, CA


Ohlone Community College, CA


Portland State University, OR


Sarah Lawrence College, NY


Savannah College of Art & Design, GA


St. Louis University, MO


SUNY Purchase, NY


Trinity University, TX


UC Irvine, CA


University of Dayton, OH


University of Denver, CO


University of the Pacific, CA


University of Oregon, OR


Whittier College, CA


Willamette University, OR


Wofford College, SC








2009 College Acceptances:


Beloit College, WI


Bond University-Queensland, Australia


Boston College, MA


Borough Manhattan Comm.College, NY


Cal Poly Tech. University, CA


Champlain College, VT


Colby-Sawyer College, NH


College of Wooster, OH


DePaul University, IL


Dickinson College, PA


Drew University College, NJ


Endicott College, MA


Evergreen College, WA


Georgetown University, Washington DC


George Washington University,   


     Washington DC


Hamilton College, NY


Hebrew University of Jerusalem


Humboldt State University, CA


Lone Star Community College, TX


Loyola Marymount University, CA


Marlboro College, VT


Mira Costa Community College, CA


Montana State University, MT


New York University, NY


Northern Arizona State, AZ


Northwestern University, IL


Ohio Wesleyan University, OH


PIMA Community College, AZ


Santa Clara College, CA


Southern Methodist University, TX


Stanford University, CA


Texas A & M, TX


University of California-San Diego, CA


University of Arizona, AZ


University of Montana, MT


University of New Mexico-NM


University of Nottingham, England








2010 College Acceptances


Adelphi University, NY


Air Force Academy, CA


Alfred University, NY


Bennington College, VT


Boston College, MA


Boston University, MA


Brevard College, NC


Burlington College, NJ


Carroll College, MT


Champlain College, VT


Charleston Southern University, SC


Claremont McKenna College, CA


Coastal Carolina University, SC


Colby-Sawyer College, NH


College of Charleston, SC


College of Wooster, OH


Colorado State University, CO


Columbia College, IL


Elizabethtown College, PA


Endicott College, MA


Evergreen College, WA


Fairleigh Dickinson University, NJ


Green Mountain College, VT


Goucher College, MD


Hampshire College, MA


High Point University, NC


Indiana University of Penn., PA


Ithaca College, NY


Kutztown University, PA


Loyola Marymount in LA, CA








2010 High School Acceptances:


Deerfield Academy, MA


Edmund Burke School,Washington DC


Georgetown Day School, Washington DC


King’s Academy, CA


Lawrenceville School, NJ


Lincoln High School, OR


South Eugene High School, OR





2009 High School Acceptances:


Cardinal Newman High School, CA


Country Day School, NC


Countryside Montessori School, NC


Darrow School, NY


Flathead High School, MT


Justin-Sienna High School, CA


Kents Hill School, ME


Lawrenceville School, NJ


Miss Hall’s Prep School, MA


New Hampton School, MA


Northfield Mount Hermon, MA


North Star Charter School, ID


Palo Alto Preparatory School, CA


Perkiomen School, PA


Providence Day school, NC


Shorecrest High School, WA


Skyline High School, WA


Stevenson School, CA


The Montgomery Academy, AL


Wasatch Academy, UT


West Nottingham Academy, MD


Williston Northampton, MA





2008 High School Acceptances:


American Heritage High School, TX


Barrie School, MD


Bishop Manoge School, NV


Chico High School, CA


Delaware Valley Friends School, PA


Dublin-Jerome High School, OH


Dunn School, CA


Edmund Burke School, Washington DC


Emerson Prep School, Washington DC


Flathead High School, MT


Grandview Academy, TX


International High School, WA


New Hampton School, NH


Oxbow School, CA


Rockpoint School, VT


The Field School, Washington DC


Viewpoint School, CA


Wasatch Academy, UT


Webb Schools, CA


White Mountain School, NH


Williston Northampton School, MA











2007 High School Acceptances:


Baylor Boarding School, TN


Bridgton Academy, ME


Carolina Friends School, NC


Gould Academy, ME


Kents Hill School, ME


Lake Forest Academy, IL


New Hampton School, NH


Proctor Academy, NH


Tilton High School, NH


Seattle Academy of Arts/Sciences, WA


St. Johnsbury Academy, VT


Wooster School, CT





2006 High School Acceptances:


International High School, CA


Kents Hill School, ME


Mt. Vernon High School, GA


Notre Dame High School, CA


Orange Lutheran High School, CA


Oxbow School, CA


Santa Rosa High School District, CA


The Grier School, PA


The Marin School, CA


Waldorf School, CO


Westover School, CT








Previous High School 


Acceptances include:


Berkshire Academy, MA


Cheshire Academy, CT


Deerfield Academy, MA


Idyllwild Arts Academy, CA


Kent School, CT


Mercer Island High School, WA


Purnell School, NJ


Vermont Academy, VT











2007 College Acceptances:


Allegheny College, PA 


Bellevue Community College, WA


California Culinary Academy, CA


Carleton College, MN


Coe College, IA


Endicott College, MA


Goucher College, MD


Idyllwild Arts Academy, CA


Ithaca College, NY


Kalamazoo College, MI


Linfield College, OR


Lawrence College, WI


Manhattanville College, NY


Marlboro College, VT


Oberlin College, OH


Reed College, OR


Ripon College, WI


University of Chicago, IL


University of Montreal, Canada


University of the Pacific, CA


Westminster College, UT


Whitman College, WA


Willamette University, OR








2006 College Acceptances:


Boston University, MA


Citadel Military College, SC


City College, Santa Barbara, CA


College of Marin, CA


DeAnza Community College, CA


Illinois College, IL


Kapiolani Community College, HI


Lakawana College, PA


LaSalle College, PA


Maryland Institute College of Art, MD


Merrimack College, MA


Montana Tech., MT


Salt Lake City Community College, UT


Stanford University Summer 


     Program, CA


University of California-Berkeley, CA


University of Chicago, IL


University of Maryland, MD


University of Massachusetts 


      Amherst, MA


University of Vermont, VT


Virginia Military Institute, VA











